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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed on date: 1 1/16/06. 
Claims 1-6 and 8-23 are still pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments ifiled 1 1/16/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to independent claims 1 and 9, the Applicant argues that Lloyd does 
not disclose the amended features of the "impact dispensing mechanism comprises a- 
first portion attaiched to the upper cover and a second portion attached to the lower 
cover and wherein a predetermined clearance is maintained between the first portion 
and the second portion prior to an impact being applied to the upper cover*'. The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Elements 32 and 30 of Lloyd are interpreted as the 
first portion and second portion respectively of the impact dispensing mechanism. Lloyd 
teaches, "the cover 18 of the case also includes a rigid member 32, encapsulated within 
the molded cover 18 (upper cover). The member 32 preferably is a sheet or plate of 
rigid material such as perforated aluminum or rigid plastic. It has relatively high bending 
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resistance, so as to receive external impacts applied to the outside of the cover and 
transfer such loading to the shoulder or edge areas 30 of the computer, rather than to 
the screen 14" (Column 3, lines 48-56). Also, element 30 is attached to the lower cover 
as clearly shown in figure 1. Furthermore, figure 3 shows a clearance in between 
elements 30 and 32 when no impact is applied to the front cover. 

With respect to independent claim 18, the Applicant argues that Lloyd does not 
disclose "ia first gap of substantially constant height fonned between a lower surface of 
the at least one first rib and an upper surface of the at least one second rib wherein the 
second gap of substantially constant height is formed between an upper surface of the 
display and a lower surface of the first housing, and wherein the height of the second 
gap is greater than the height of the first gap when the first housing is attached to the 
second housing". The examiner respectfully disagrees. The first gap in Lloyd is formed 
between elements 30 and 32 as described in the previous paragraph. The second gap 
is formed between the display and the upper cover. Lloyd further teaches that the 
display is a "slightly recessed screen 14" (Column 3, line 44); therefore, the height of the 
second gap has to be greater than the height of the first gap. 

Claim Rejections - 35 use § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1,3-9. 11-18, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lloyd (U.S. 5.002.184). 

With respect to claim 1 , Lloyd discloses a folder type mobile terminal, element 
number 12, in figure 1 with an upper cover, element number 18, and lower cover, 
element number 16, wherein the upper cover and lower cover are configured to be 
attached so as to fonn a space there between (Column 3, lines 24-27). Lloyd also 
discloses a display, element number 14, mounted in the space formed between the 
upper and lower covers (Column 3, lines 18-24). Lloyd further discloses an impact 
dispersing mechanism formed at edges of the covers to disperse an impact (Column 2, 
lines 18-27). Moreover, Lloyd teaches a first portion, element number 32, attached to 
the upper cover and a second portion, element number 30, attached to the lower cover 
and wherein a predetermined clearance is maintained between the first portion and the 
second portion prior to an impact being applied to the upper cover (Column 3, lines 48- 
56). 

With respect to claim 3, Lloyd discloses a first rib, element number 26, formed to 
produce a constant width at an edge of the upper cover (Column 3, lines 41-47). Lloyd 
also discloses a second rib, element number 30, formed to protrude a constant width at 
an edge of the lower cover (Column 3, lines 41-47). 
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With respect to claim 4, Lloyd disclose a guide protrusion formed at both edges 
of the upper cover, and a guide groove formed at both edges of the lower cover, 
wherein the guide protrusion and the guide groove are configured to properly align the 
upper and lower covers when assembled (Column 3, lines 41-47). 

With respect to claims 5 and 6, Lloyd discloses that the first and second rib 
having a constant cross-sectional area and are formed at the edges of the cover 
(Column 3. lines 41-47). 

With respect to claims 7 and 8, Lloyd disclose a constant gap there between the 
first and second ribs, which is narrower the gap formed between the upper cover and 
display (Column 3, lines 41-47). 

With respect to claim 9, Lloyd discloses a folder type mobile terminal, element 
number 12, in figure 1 with a first cover, element number .18, and second cover, element 
number 16, wherein the first cover and second cover are configured to be attached so 
as to form a space there between (Column 3, lines 24-27). Lloyd also discloses a 
display, element number 14, mounted in the space formed between the two covers 
(Column 3, lines 18-24). Lloyd further discloses an impact dispersing mechanism 
formed at edges of the covers to disperse an impact (Column 2, lines 18-27). 
Moreover, Lloyd teaches a first portion, element number 32, attached to the upper cover 
and a second portion, element number 30, attached to the lower cover and wherein a 
predetermined clearance is maintained between the first portion and the second portion 
prior to an impact being applied to the upper cover (Column 3, lines 48-56). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Lloyd discloses a first rib, element number 26, formed 
to produce a constant width at an edge of the upper cover (Column 3, lines 41-47). 
Lloyd also discloses a second rib, element number 30, fomried to protrude a constant 
width at an edge of the lower cover (Column 3, lines 41-47). 

With respect to claim 12, Lloyd disclose guide protrusion formed at an edge of 
the first cover, and a guide groove configured to correspond to the guide protrusion 
formed at an edge of the second cover (Column 3, lines 41-47). 

With respect to claims 13 and 14, Lloyd disclose a first gap of substantially 
constant height is formed between the first rib and the second rib when the first cover 
and the second cover are attached, and wherein a second gap of substantially constant 
height is fomied between an upper surface of the display and a lower surface of the first 
cover when the first cover and the second cover are attached (Column 3, lines 41-47). 

With respect to claims 15 and 16, Lloyd disclose that the height of the first gap is 
reduced when an external force is applied and the height of the second gap remains 
greater than the height of the first gap (Column 3, lines 41-47). 

With respect to claim 17, Lloyd shows in figure 1 the first and second ribs are 
formed at the edges of the cover. 

With respect to claim 18, Lloyd discloses an impact dispersing device for a 
mobile terminal in figure 1 . Lloyd discloses a first rib, element number 26, formed at an 
edge of a first housing, element number 18 (Column 3, lines 41-47). Lloyd discloses a 
second rib, element number 30, formed at an edge of a second housing, wherein the 
second housing is configured to be attached to the first housing to form a space there 
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between (Column 3, lines 24-27). Lloyd also discloses a display, element number 14, 
mounted in the space formed between the two covers (Column 3, lines 18-24). Lloyd 
discloses a first gap of substantially constant height fomried between a lower surface of 
the at least one first rib and an upper surface of the at least one second rib wherein the 
second gap of substantially constant height is formed between an upper surface of the 
display and a lower surface of the first housing, and wherein the height of the second 
gap is greater than the height of the first gap when the first housing is attached to the 
second housing (Column 3, lines 41-58). 

With respect to claim 20, Lloyd teaches that the height of the second gap 
remains greater than the height of the first gap when an external force is applied to the 
first housing (Column 2, lines 18-27), 

With respect to claim 21, Lloyd disclose guide protrusion fonned at an edge of 
the first cover, and a guide groove configured to correspond to the guide protrusion 
formed at an edge of the second cover Column 3, lines 41-47). 

With respect to claim 22, Lloyd shows in figure 1 the first and second rib having a 
constant cross-sectional area and are fonned at the edges of the cover. 

With respect to claim 23, Lloyd discloses a folder type mobile terminal (Column 
3, lines 24-27). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lloyd in view of Murray et al. (U.S. 6,01 1 ,699). 

With respect to claims 2 and 10, the mobile terminal of Lloyd is described above 
in the discussion of claims 1 and 9. Lloyd does not specifically disclose a print circuit 
board. However, Murray et al. discloses a similar two cover folder type mobile temiinal 
with a display, 346, mounted on a printed circuit board, 316, in the space formed 
between the two covers (Column 4, lines 36-43). Therefore, it would be obvious to one 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to include a printed circuit 
board as taught by Murray et al. in the Lloyd mobile temiinal in order to provide signals 
to the display. 

7. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lloyd 
(U.S. 5,002,184). 
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With respect to claim 19, the impact dispersing mechanism of Lloyd is described 
above in the discussion of claim 18. Lloyd discloses a display screen, element number 
14, but does not specifically disclose that the display is a LCD. However, the examiner 
takes Official Notice that LCD*s are extremely well known in the art. Therefore, it would 
be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
use a LCD in Lloyd's mobile terminal. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is remindejJ of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period, for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adeel Haroon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7405. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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